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High-speed rail can have a big positive impact 
on a region’s economy and land use patterns. 
Example: Lille, France 

Effective station planning and 
development requires an entity 
with long-term vision. 
 



Stations in downtown 
are most likely to spur 
   development  



High-speed rail is not just a local 
project. Success requires active 
involvement of the state and/or 
national government.  



Cities are doing great planning 
work to prepare for high-speed rail. 

San Jose 



But they will need additional 
support to capture the full 
opportunity of high-speed rail.  



High-speed rail connects regions with 
dramatically different labor markets. 



And housing markets (Silicon Valley is 
4X housing price of San Joaquin Valley). 



And development 
markets. 

Example from Fresno:  
$24 annual rents supports 
half the cost of a new market 
rate office project and need 
gap financing in order for 
new development to pencil. 



High-speed rail’s impact and potential 
benefits must be understood in distinct 
ways across different parts of a region. 

Source: SPUR analysis 



Station area recommendations 



Downtown district 
recommendations 



Metropolitan area 
recommendations 



Potential next step? 
Develop pilots in Fresno and San Jose to test out 

station area development ideas. 



Discussion 
and questions 
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